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Baronial Missive  
Greetings to the Populace of Aneala, 

Sadly, there have been no events over the past month for us to write about in our Missive this 
month. Fortunately, training and regular activities have continued and we have enjoyed attending 
training, visiting the Canton of Dragon’s Bay for their Council meeting and being in person for the 
first time in a long time for Aneala Council at the end of October. 

The coming months bring great excitement, with Bal d’Aneala on the 7th of November, Toys for 
Toys on the 5th of December and Dragon’s Bay’s Outlandish Feast on the 12th of December (with 
special permission to enjoy food under controlled conditions). Aneala will have a presence at Have 
a Go Day for a demo on 11th of November; Mistress Branwen is coordinating a small team for this 
but numbers are restricted. See the Calendar for more details 
https://aneala.lochac.sca.org/calendar/  

However, we find ourselves moving forward to these events with great fear and trepidation! The 
Precocious and Ambitious members of the College of Saint Basil the Great have been saying some 
deeply concerning things recently about claiming more territory. They have tried in the past, 
renaming the grounds of the College of Saint Lazarus of Bethany to “Great Southern Basilia,” but 
the Brave and Noble combatants of the Barony fought them back and ensured that the Upstart 
Collegians did not overstep their boundaries. Now once again, the Barony may need to meet the 
Challenge that the Collegians present in order to restore Harmony. A date has yet to be set for 
College Challenge, but we urge you, loyal Populace, to train hard and diligently to ensure that you 
will be prepared to defend our lands when the time comes. BOOM BOOM…? 

On a more serious note, the Crown have called for award recommendations. Please send your 
recommendations to royal@lochac.sca.org This includes recommendations for their new award, 
the Gratia Coronae, which recognises the work done online during the Covid-19 crisis to keep the 
Populace across Lochac engaged and enthusiastic. 

Another piece of Kingdom-wide news is the Issue Research for Lochac project (or IRL project), 
which asks everyone to submit confidential feedback https://seneschal.lochac.sca.org/feedback/ 
We especially recommend writing some feedback if you have experience with the Grievance 
procedures. Your commentary will be valued by the Kingdom. 

We would like to wish a warm farewell and Bon Voyage – it’s been a while since we had the 
chance to say those words! – to Sir Stephen and Mistress Mathilde. After arriving in beautiful 
Aneala in March this year, Stephen and Mathilde have enjoyed the longest “2 weeks” of their life 
here but are finally on their way East to be reunited with their children and other loved ones. We 
have greatly enjoyed their time here and wish them well. 

And Sir Stephen and Mistress Mathilde aren’t the only travellers who have recently departed the 
shores of Aneala! We somewhat belatedly wish Lord Gotz all the best as he begins a new life in 
the Kingdom of Drachenwald, Barony of Knights Crossing (Germany). 

For those who remain here in Aneala, we look forward to seeing you soon. And as we’re writing 
this very late in October, Happy Halloween to those who celebrate. 

Yours in Service, 

Baron Agostino and Baroness Elizabeth  

https://aneala.lochac.sca.org/calendar/
mailto:royal@lochac.sca.org
https://seneschal.lochac.sca.org/feedback/


 

 

Event List 
Bal d'Aneala 
Date: 07-11-2020  
Time: 6.30pm-11pm (Setup 5.30-6.30, cleanup 11-12)  
Location: Redcliffe Park Community Centre, 30 Morgan Rd, Redcliffe WA 6104  
Cost: 

Members: $10 adult, $5 10-17, $Free under 10. 
Non-members: $20 adult, $15 10-17, $5 under 10.  

Steward: Lady Skjaldadís Bragadóttir  
 

Come and celebrate spring and wildflower season by dancing the night away! 

BYO finger foods, in compliance with current SCA COVID regulations. There will be a 

fridge, stove, oven and microwave available for use in the hall kitchen. Hand sanitiser, 

cocktail picks & serviettes will be available. 

There will be two Arts & Sciences competitions - an open competition and a themed 

competition (Something Floral). 

Please contact bookings@aneala.lochac.sca.org to book. Currently we are only accepting 

electronic pre-payment. 

 
Have-a-Go Day 
Date: 11-11-2020  
Time: Set up 7am, offsite by 8am. Event 9am to 3pm, Wednesday.  
Location: Burswood Park, Resort Drive, Burswood, WA Resort Drive, Parking site TBC.  
Cost: 

No cost for stall. There is an event charge TBA for non stallholders.  
Steward: Branwen of Werchesvorde  
 

Have-A-Go Day is sponsored by SRCWA and is a Live Lighter event for Seniors. We are 

putting on a static display to show and tell what we do. The items we would like to borrow 

are anything medieval that you have made, in progress pieces are welcome. Preferably 

items that can be wiped or sprayed with disinfectant. We are restricted by the number of 

people we can have at the display but if you care to drop in, please feel free. Parking for the 

stall is available for the display any other parking will need to be in the Crown car park, 

which will be in walking distance. 

 

Please note Covid Restrictions will still be enforced and anyone feeling unwell on the day 

should not come and will be politely asked to leave. Seniors at this event are particularly 

vulnerable. 

Bookings not required, however stall numbers are limited due to Covid. Please coordinate 

your presence with Branwen. 
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Outlandish Feast 
Date: 12-12-2020  
Time: 4pm Setup, 5:30pm Start.  
Location: Annalakshmi, Barrack Square, Jetty 4 Riverside Dr, Perth  
Cost: 

$45 adults. $22.50 youth; under 10 is free. Non-members also pay insurance levies ($10 
for adults, $5 for minors).  

Steward: Devine Winter & Gumuuinus de Eggafridacapella  
 

Event begins at 5:30pm and Their Excellencies the Baron and Baroness of Aneala have 

been invited to hold Court. 

 

The feast shall be held at Annalakshmi on Saturday 12 December, providing a feast of 

Indian cuisine. Annalakshmi provides vegetarian dining from the Indian culture, with 

recipes handed down from one generation to the next for thousands of years. 

This is a sit down service of a set menu, with the staff of Annalakshmi bringing you food 

and drink to your table. 

 

Gluten free options are available. Candles are allowed to add to the ambience. No smoking 

and no alcohol is permitted. 

 

The site is wheelchair accessible with a lift and disabled toilets available. 

 

Numbers are restricted, so book early! Bookings close 5th December 2020. 

Book using this link: https://www.cognitoforms.com/DragonsBay1/OutlandishFeast 

 
The following regular activities occur unless superseded by an event above 

Baronial Events 

 Baronial Meeting. 3rd Friday of each month, room opens at 7pm for a 7:30pm start (Contact Baron and Baroness) 

 Archery. Sunday from 10am. Lake Monger Primary School, Dodd St, Wembley. (Contact Archery Marshal). 

 Fighter Training. Sunday from 10am. Lake Monger Primary School, Dodd St, Wembley. (Contact Armoured Marshal). 

 Rapier Combat. Sunday from 10am. Lake Monger Primary School, Dodd St, Wembley. (Contact Rapier Marshal). 

 

Dragon's Bay 

Please check the Dragon's Bay website for details - https://dragonsbay.lochac.sca.org 

 

Other non-SCA events of interest 

 Music and Singing. For times and venues, contact Lady Isabel - genierachel@iinet.net.au 

 Scribes. Monday nights. Contact Mistress Leonie -  

 Dancing is on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. Contact Baroness Elizabeth – Aneala@aneala.lochac.sca.org.au 

  

Event Booking Policy 

 Payment for all bookings must be made in advance of the event by the date advised in the booking confirmation email. If payment is 
not received by the due date your booking will be cancelled.  

 Payment may be made either online or at any Westpac bank branch. 

 Payment will not be accepted at the door except in exceptional circumstances and only by prior approval from the bookings officer 
and event steward. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/DragonsBay1/OutlandishFeast
https://dragonsbay.lochac.sca.org/
mailto:genierachel@iinet.net.au
mailto:Aneala@aneala.lochac.sca.org.au


 

 

Kingdom of Lochac A&S Competitions  
Details about Arts and Sciences in Lochac can be found here - artsandsciences.lochac.sca.org  

 
List of future Competitions by event  
 

Competition season ends: Spring Crown 2020 

Topics: 

1. Islamic art/design 

2. Carved 

3. The British Isles 

 

2021 

Competition season ends: 12th Night 

Topics: 

1. Engineering 

2. Edible 

3. Rome 

Competition season ends: Autumn Crown 

Topics: 

1. For the feet 

2. Parchment & Paper 

3. 14th century 

Competition season ends: Midwinter 

Topics: 

1. Written words (poetry, story, saga, etc.) 

2. Leather 

3. Crusades 

Competition season ends: Spring Crown 

Topics: 

1. Jewellery 

2. Braided 

3. Norse Culture 

 
Entries for interstate events need to be sent at least 2 weeks prior to be received for judging 
or have other arrangements made. 
  



 

 

This month’s article is from https://www.wqxr.org/story/weird-classical-history-black-death-music-parties/ 

Weird Classical: The History of Black Death Music Parties 

 

Danse Macabre in French Manuscript 1531 

( National Library of France )  

i  

Jul 27, 2017 · by Vanessa Ague  

Are music and the Black Death, an outbreak of the bubonic plague, related in any way? 

Music expanded in new directions as Europe’s mid-14th century society collapsed in the face 

of the plague. Composers who survived the monstrosity came out of it interested in exploring 

new secular musical forms. But before they could do that, they had to get out alive, and 

everyone had a unique way of handling that problem. While some people desperately sought 

refuge in a place where the disease couldn’t find them, other brave souls looked the disease in 

the face and laughed. And partied. 

When faced with sudden calamity or the inevitability of death, people have long seemed 

eager to party. You don’t need to go that far back to remember Y2K freakouts or the 

absurdity of 2012 predictions. Come on, it was an entire plot point in the television series Mr. 

Robot. Folks in medieval Europe were no different. They indulged themselves in the finer 

aspects of life — wines, beers, good music and, of course, raucous parties. They were a noise 

complaint in a suburban newspaper, the neighbors you hear screaming to the blaring bass-

heavy beats until 4 am. Except for them, it wasn’t U.S. Top 50 blasting through speakers, but 

rather large groups of wanderers loudly singing songs. But remember, these people felt that 

death was inevitable and, in the end, everyone was just trying to evade it as best they could. 

In the process, the typical social order of medieval Europe completely broke down. 

  

https://www.wqxr.org/story/weird-classical-history-black-death-music-parties/
https://www.wqxr.org/people/vanessa-ague/
http://www.eonline.com/news/541614/remember-when-everyone-thought-the-world-was-going-to-end-with-y2k
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/maya/9764209/Mayan-temple-damaged-in-tourist-apocalypse-frenzy.html
http://www.vulture.com/2015/09/mr-robot-recap-season-1-episode-10.html
http://www.vulture.com/2015/09/mr-robot-recap-season-1-episode-10.html


 

 

 

Death itself was impersonated in 'Danse Macabres,' images that emphasized death's indiscriminate nature. 

(Wikimedia Commons) 

As the social order of Europe was demolished and chaos ensued, musical form began to 

flourish in new territories. Composers explored complex, secular song forms like the virelai, 

ballade, and rondeau. These songs were part of a movement toward more complex 

music: Music was also increasingly a part of the secular social fabric of European life, not 

just the religious part. And the raucous-rousers of the Black Death were no strangers to using 

music as a means of pure enjoyment. 

The Black Death struck Europe strongest from around 1348-1350, when about one-quarter to 

one-half of the European population was killed by the plague. Because it was so widespread, 

no one knew who the disease would hit next, causing a panic. Medicine was not effective in 

treating the disease, and many believed God’s wrath was being thrust upon the Earth. The 

plague caused a mass hysteria that would not quit, and Giovanni Boccaccio describes this 

chaos in the introduction to his 1349 book, the Decameron. While the book is actually 

historically-informed fiction, its introduction serves as a historical account of people’s 

various reactions to the crisis. Some chose to repent for their sins and some chose to carry 

lucky charms with them to ward off the disease, but others abandoned religion entirely, 

instead leading lives of merriment. Indulging in the pleasures of life, these people sought 

parties wherever they could. Because so many believed the end was nigh, they no longer 

cared to keep their belongings, and items like houses became common property. Partygoers 

could walk into any house and claim it as theirs because people no longer were concerned 

https://www.britannica.com/art/virelai
https://www.britannica.com/art/ballade
https://www.britannica.com/art/rondeau
https://books.google.com/books?id=q1eobgND8H4C&lpg=PP1&pg=PA57#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=q1eobgND8H4C&lpg=PP1&pg=PA57#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/late-gothic-italy/beginners-guide-late-gothic/a/the-black-death
http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/halsall/source/decameronintro.asp


 

 

with property rights. Then there were some who abandoned society entirely, choosing to lock 

themselves away as the plague spread through the towns around them. In their isolated 

cabins, they distracted themselves from the death and destruction with fine wine and 

music — the pleasantries of life. 

One of these isolated plague survivors was composer Guillaume de Machaut, of France. He 

began to explore the creation of secular musical forms even before the plague, writing poems 

and setting them to text. After the worst of the plague subsided, this musical style, based on 

the already established verse-poetry forms, gained popularity. By 1365, the ballade had 

become one of the most popular secular song forms. And Machaut composed a lot of them. 

One of the most beautiful comes from his story Le Livre dou Voir Dit, and is titled “Nes que 

on porroit.”  

Speaking of verse-based song forms, each day in Boccaccio’s novel, the Decameron, ends 

with a song performed by the characters — it’s usually a ballata, the Italian version of a 

French virelai. Another survivor of the plague era named Lorenzo da Firenze set Boccaccio’s 

text in the form of two ballatas. He’s the only composer known to have set these texts. One of 

the songs he set is a ballata titled “Non so qual i mi voglia.” 

While the plague was gruesome, many people found ways to make the passing of time more 

bearable. And music was a large part of the pleasantry. So, next time you’re throwing a house 

party, maybe slip a ballade or two into the playlist, for old times’ sake. 

 

  



 

 

Local Lochac Guild Contacts 

Royal Fibre Guild of Lochac  
For those interested in the arts, crafts and history of all textile matters. We 
encourage the doing, researching and teaching of fibre related skills as seen in pre 
1600 cultures. We include weavers, spinners, dyers, cord makers, felters, knitters, 
njalbinders and lace makers.  
Contact Lady Elizabeth: aneala@aneala.lochac.sca.org  

 
Royal Guild of Defence  

Researching and teaching of the period martial arts of Europe, as detailed in the 
various extant fencing and wrestling manuals.  
Contact Baron Dameon:dameongreybeard@gmail.com 

 
Worshipful Company of Broiderers  

The aim of the Company is to advance the study and practice of pre-1600 AD 
European needlework in Lochac and in the Known World.  
Contact Baroness Leonie: degrey@tpg.com.au  
 

Performers and Entertainers Guild of Lochac.  
This guild is dedicated to the promotion, encouragement, learning and performance of 
bardic, theatrical, instrumental and all other entertainment arts within an SCA context.  
Contact Isabel: genierachel@iinet.net.au  

 
Lochac Brewers Vintners and Imbibers Guild  

We share a common interest in brewing and wine making as practiced in the 
Middle Ages, and the responsible consumption of said beverages. 
Contact Wolfgang: chronicler@aneala.lochac.sca.org  
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SCA Group Websites 
Barony of Aneala (Perth, WA)  aneala.lochac.sca.org 

Canton of Dragons Bay dragonsbay .lochac.sca.org 

College of St Basil the Great (UWA)  stbasil.lochac.sca.org 

Kingdom of Lochac (Australia & New Zealand) lochac.sca.org  

SCA Corporate (Australia) sca.org.au 

SCA Corporate (World-wide) sca.org 

  

Regular Activities  
Baronial Council Meeting  
3rd Friday of the month, 7:00pm arrival for a 7:30pm start  
Contact Richard: seneschal@aneala.lochac.sca.org  
 

Scribes Calligraphy & Illumination  
This is held every Monday evening 7pm – 9pm at different 
locations so check populace emails and Facebook for details. 
Contact Leonie:  
 

Music and Singing  

This is not an official SCA event. Practices held twice a month. 
Times and venues vary 
Contact Isabel: vertragis@arach.net.au  
 

Baronial Armoured, Rapier & Archery Training  
Sundays, 10am - 12pm, Lake Monger Primary School, Dodd St, 
Wembley  
Contact Agostino: marshal@aneala.lochac.sca.org  
 

Dragon's Bay Training  
This is held on Sundays from 9-9:30am, Wandi Community Hall, 
De Haer Rd, Wandi. Nearest major road is Rowley Rd which 
connects with the Kwinana Freeway 
 

College of St. Basil Armoured & Rapier Training  
Wednesday (Armoured) & Thursday (Rapier) 5pm to 7pm, Oak 
Lawn, UWA  



 

 

About the Vine  
 
This is the November 2020 issue of the Vine (Volume 27, Issue 07), a 
publication of the Barony of Aneala of the Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  
 
The Vine is available from Aneala's web site http://aneala.lochac,sca.org. It is 
not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc. and does not delineate SCA, Inc. 
policies. The official newsletter for the Society in Australia is Pegasus, which is 
available from the Registrar at: registrar@lochac.sca.org.au  
 
The closing date for submissions to The Vine is the third Sunday of the month. 
Advertising, including event flyers should preferably be in Word Format. Please send 
original source documents and associated images separately.  
 

Copyright Information  
Official articles from Society Officers, event flyers and calendar information 
may be reprinted without further permission in newsletters and other 
publications of branches of the SCA.  
 
All copyright in original articles, photographs or art herein belongs with 
the receptive contributors, who must approve all re-use. For 
information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this 
publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in 
contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal 
rights of our contributors.  
 
The Vine may use art from a variety of sources. If your art is featured here 
without your credit /or permission, contact us and we will properly credit 
you, or cease use of the art. 

 

Photos  

Front Cover – Danse Macabre in French Manuscript 1531. National Library of France  

Border – Taken from “Hours of the Virgin” (Harl. 2,936). This one has blue vine 

leaves on a dark brown background. The book is attributed to the Master of 

Martainville and includes 24 miniatures with foliate borders (such as this one) in 

colours and gold. The British library has some images too: 

British library catalogue page for the manuscript 

http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/record.asp?MSID=8446&ollID=8&NStart=2936

